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Thank you to our series partners for
making this performance possible!

Community Partners

A note from our Series Title Partner – Amcor
"The music, the voices and the dramatic action of the performances presented through the
Amcor Education Series, all help to animate the lessons our K-12 students are taught every
day in the classroom. Amcor supports the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center's Education
Series because live performance expands our understanding of textbook learning and helps
us imagine the world beyond the written page. We believe every child should have the
opportunity to experience the wonder of history, adventure, human drama and other
cultures, coming to life right before them on stage. The Education Series performances

spark a child's imagination and ignite the desire to know more."
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Welcome to
the Fox Cities
Performing
Arts Center!
When entering the Fox Cities Performing
Arts Center, remember to show respect for
others and your environment so everyone
can fully enjoy and participate in the
experience.
•

•

During the performance, the performers
can see and hear you, so give them your
full attention. Unlike a video, we can not
rewind and replay a scene if we miss it.

•

Applause is the best way to express
how much you enjoyed the
performance!

•

Important things to remember:
• Student backpacks, gum, drinks
and food are not allowed in the
theater.
•

Cell phones should be turned
off and stowed.

•

Note that recording or taking
photos in the theater is strictly
prohibited; however, photos
may be taken in the lobby.

•

It’s a long way down – please
do not drop items off balconies.

Be prepared to arrive early – You should
plan on arriving to the Center 30 minutes
before the show. Allow for travel time,
parking and trips to the restroom.
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Security – The Center has created a touchless
experience with the Evolv Express Security System.
Upon entry, all bags entering the building are subject
to search and prohibited items will not be allowed.
Teachers and chaperones are discouraged from
bringing bags, however, necessary backpacks or
bags may be searched and tagged before being
allowed in the theater.
We ask that students leave their backpacks at school
for Amcor Education Series performances, however if
students do bring them, they are subject to search
and will need to be checked at the registration table
in the lobby upon entry.

•

Masking Policy – Masks are recommended
to be worn by all patrons while in the venue.
We reserve the right to unilaterally make
changes to health protocols according to
updated public health guidance and
applicable law.

•

Know your needs – To best serve the needs of you
and your students, please indicate if you have
individuals who require special services or seating
needs upon making your reservation.

•

Please see our complete list of policies at
foxcitiespac.com.

•

Questions about your show reservation? Contact
our education sales team at (920) 730-3726 or
educationsales@foxcitiespac.com.
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About the Artists
For 17 years, Black Violin has been merging string
arrangements with modern beats and vocals and building
bridges in communities along the way. Members Kev
Marcus and Wil Baptiste first met in orchestra class at
Dillard High School in Fort Lauderdale, becoming
classically trained on the violin and viola through their
high school and college careers. Post-college, they
reconvened to produce beats for South Florida rappers,
and began building an audience in local clubs. They later
went on to win Showtime at the Apollo in 2005, and
eventually sold-out headline performances at venues
across the country, including a sold out two-night headline
run at The Kennedy Center in 2018. NPR took note and
declared, “their music will keep classical music alive for
the next generation.” Black Violin’s latest release Take the
Stairs, earned a Grammy Award nomination for “Best
Contemporary Instrumental Album”.

Wisconsin Academic Standards
To assist you in your planning, the Wisconsin Academic Standards that are most likely
to connect with this performance are listed below.

MUSIC
•
•
•
•

MG 3: RESPOND – Students will critically interpret intent and meaning in order to evaluate
artistic work.
MG 4: CONNECT – Students will relate prior knowledge and personal experience with music to
cultural and historical context.
MG4.Cn.15.h: Analyze connections, similarities and differences in a musical context.
MG4.Cn.16.h: Identify how the influence of two or more cultural traditions impact the genre and
style of a piece of music.

SOCIAL STUDIES
•
•
•
•

SS.BH1: Wisconsin students will examine individual cognition, perception behavior and identity
(Psychology).
SS.BH2: Wisconsin students will investigate and interpret interactions between individuals and
groups (Sociology).
SS.BH3: Wisconsin students will assess the role that human behavior and cultures play in the
development of social endeavors (Anthropology).
SS.Inq5: Wisconsin students will be civically engaged.
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Lesson One

OBJECTIVE:
• Students will realize stereotypes they might have while confronting stereotypes
others may have about themselves.
MATERIALS:
• “Stereotypes” by Black Violin: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYerKidQGcc
WARM UP:
• Have students watch the music video “Stereotypes” by Black Violin.
• Discuss what the narrator says towards the end of the video about having people
judge him based on his height and build when in an elevator.
ACTIVITY:
• Split your students into partners or small groups. Have them make a list of
stereotypes people may have against specific groups of people, for example:
athletes, academics, teachers, cheerleaders, celebrities.
• Share one of these in class, and have the class add to the list if they have anything
else.
• What are harmful about these stereotypes? Does everyone fit into the list you just
created?

CLOSING DISCUSSION:
• What are some ways you can check your own bias and stereotypes?

Did You Know?

There are many differences between violins and violas.
The first detail most people notice about their

differences would be their sizes, with violas being larger
than violins. The other major difference has to do with
the notes they play. Violas are lower than violins, having
their strings start at the note C whereas violins start at
G. Because violas start so much lower than the violin,
their notes are read in the alto clef. The violin’s music is
read in the treble clef. Violas also have thicker strings
than the violin, so it takes a little longer for us to hear the
Source:
https://liverpoolacademyofmusic.com.au/3
-differences-violin-viola/
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sound; viola players need to play quicker than violin
players and use a heavier hand when playing.
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Lesson Two

OBJECTIVE:
• Students will get creative writing their own poetry using the lyrics of two Black
Violin songs.
MATERIALS:
• Lyrics to “Impossible is Possible” by Black Violin
• Lyrics to “Dreamer” by Black Violin
• Writing utensils
• Paper

WARM UP:
• Ask your students: What is a dream or goal that you have? How do you plan on
living that dream or accomplishing that goal?
ACTIVITY:
• Read aloud the lyrics to “Impossible is Possible” and “Dreamer”. What are some
common themes?
• Have the students, using only the words found in the lyrics to both songs, write a
poem. You can give them a theme, like accomplishing goals or let them write
about whatever they like.
CLOSING DISCUSSION:
• Have your students share their poems with a partner or the class. Was it difficult
writing a poem with these limitations? How is that like trying to accomplish your
goals?

In the Spotlight
The name Black Violin was inspired by the name of an
album created by African-American violinist Stuff Smith.
Stuff Smith is considered one of the most important jazz
violinists of his time, taking jazz and then adapting into
the bebop style. One of Smith’s greatest inspirations
was Louis Armstrong and like Louis Armstrong, he was
a jazz musician as well as a vocalist. Smith is, “credited
as being the first violinist to use electric amplification
techniques on a violin.”
Source:
www.nationalfiddlerhalloffame.org/HallOfFame/stuffsmithbio.html
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“Impossible is Possible” Lyrics
Black Violin
There’s a moment when you realize
All the things they said were lies
Cause we were made to fly
We can do anything
We’ll shine like the sun, the moon, the stars
We can go anywhere
They’ll see us no matter where we are
Cause we got the fire
We got the fire
Show the world the impossible is possible
Show the world the impossible is possible
There’s a moment when you understand
You don’t gotta follow all their plans
It’s time to open up your hands
Don’t leave it up to chance
We can do anything
We’ll shine like the sun, the moon, the stars
We can go anywhere
They’ll see us no matter where we are
Cause we got the fire
We got the Fire
Show the world the impossible is possible
Show the world the impossible is possible
Show the world the impossible is possible
Show the world the impossible is possible
We could do anything
We’ll shine like the sun, the moon, the stars
We can go anywhere
They’ll see us no matter where we are
Cause we got the fire
We got the fire

Source: www.lyrics.com/lyric/36843255/Black+Violin/Impossible+is+Possible

“Dreamer” Lyrics
Black Violin
This is the day when I finish the race
I’ll make it somehow, no matter how long it takes
This is the day when I go all the way
I’ll make it on my own then say
Here’s to the Dreamers
Cheers to the Dreamers
Here’s to the Dreamers
Where are the leaders
Yes I’m a dreamer
This is the time that I make my own odds
Gonna reach up my hands and pull down the stars
This is my time it’s been coming so long
I see it now
Here’s to the Dreamers
Cheers to the Dreamers
Here’s to the Dreamers
Where are the leaders
Yes I’m a dreamer
Here’s to the Dreamers
Cheers to the Dreamers
Here’s to the Dreamers
Where are the leaders
Yes I’m a dreamer

Source: www.lyrics.com/track/36843259/Dreamer/Black+Violin

What’s
Next?
Don’t let this experience end with the drop of the
curtain. Keep the conversation going with your students
and reflect on the performance that you just attended.
Here are a few questions to get the conversation
started!
• What was your favorite part of the performance?
• Describe the music you heard. How did the music add to the mood or what
emotions did you feel while listening?
• If you have been to a traditional classical music concert and/or a hip-hop concert,
how did this compare? What were the differences and similarities?

• Did this performance change any stereotypes you had?
• Louis Armstrong inspired Stuff Smith, who then inspired Black Violin. Who is
someone who inspires you?
• If you were going to tell a friend about the performance, how would you describe it
in one sentence?
• What surprised you about the performance? On the following page write or draw
about something that surprised you or made you curious.
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My Journal
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What was a light bulb moment your students had? What
was something new they learned? Was it anyone’s first
time to the Center? We would love for you to share!
After your class attends the show we would appreciate photos, letters, posters, cards, etc.—
be creative! This is to help us share what your students are learning with our partners.
The Center’s education programs are not possible without the support of our Annual Partners
and grant funders. They enjoy learning about the schools and students that participate in the
education programs so we would appreciate your help in telling the story.
Items may be sent via email to sstelzl@foxcitiespac.com or mailed/dropped off at:
Fox Cities Performing Arts Center
Attn: Sammi Stelzl
400 W. College Ave., Appleton, WI 54911
Please note items will not be returned and will be shared with our partners and/or displayed
at the Center.

Thank you for your help in sharing the great work you are doing
in the classroom with our partners!
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BOOKS:
• “A Whole New Ball Game: The Story of the All-American Girls Professional
Baseball League” by Sue Macy
• “Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults): A True Story of the Fight for
Justice” by Bryan Stevenson
• “My Seventh-Grade Life in Tights” by Brooks Benjamin
• “Story of the Orchestra” by Robert Levine
• “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas
• “The Outsiders” by S.E. Hinton
WEBSITES:
• Black Violin’s website: https://blackviolin.net/
• Black Violin Masterclass Series on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL4OS1mcI5XuzPkb0idyZc_TP0N
UfNSObE
• Differences between the violin and the viola: https://www.3dvarius.com/differences-violin-viola/
• Kennedy Center Teacher Resources: https://www.kennedycenter.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/
• “No Labels Attached: Breaking Down Misconceptions & Stereotypes” is a
video series about how students break free of misconceptions and
stereotypes on who they are. It was produced by PBS NewsHour’s Student
Reporting Labs: https://studentreportinglabs.org/no-labels-attachedbreaking-down-misconceptions-stereotypes/
This study guide was created for you by the programming team as a part of The Boldt Company Beyond the Stage
Education program. To download copies of this study guide or to find additional resources for this performance or
view past study guides please visit: www.foxcitiespac.com and click the education tab.

Fox Cities Performing Arts Center • Programming Team
400 W. College Avenue • Appleton, WI 54911
education@foxcitiespac.com • (920) 730-3726
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