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Thank you to
our EDUCATOR
series partners
for
making this performance possible!

Community Partners

A note from our Series Title Partner – Amcor
"The music, the voices and the dramatic action of the performances presented through the
Amcor Education Series, all help to animate the lessons our K-12 students are taught every
day in the classroom. Amcor supports the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center's Education
Series because live performance expands our understanding of textbook learning and helps
us imagine the world beyond the written page. We believe every child should have the
opportunity to experience the wonder of history, adventure, human drama and other
cultures, coming to life right before them on stage. The Education Series performances

spark a child's imagination and ignite the desire to know more."
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Welcome to
the Fox Cities
Performing
Arts Center!

When entering the Fox Cities Performing
Arts Center, remember to show respect for
others and your environment so everyone
can fully enjoy and participate in the
experience.
•

•

During the performance, the performers
can see and hear you, so give them your
full attention. Unlike a video, we can not
rewind and replay a scene if we miss it.

•

Applause is the best way to express
how much you enjoyed the
performance!

•

Important things to remember:
• Student backpacks, gum, drinks
and food are not allowed in the
theater.

Security – The Center has created a touchless
experience with the Evolv Express Security System.
Upon entry, all bags entering the building are subject
to search and prohibited items will not be allowed.
Teachers and chaperones are discouraged from
bringing bags; however, necessary backpacks or
bags may be searched and tagged before being
allowed in the theater.
We ask that students leave their backpacks at school
for Amcor Education Series performances, however if
students do bring them, they are subject to search
and will need to be checked at the registration table
in the lobby upon entry.

•

Masking Policy – All staff and patrons ages
2 and older are required to wear masks while
inside of the venue. Masks must fully cover
the nose, mouth and chin. Prolonged periods
of mask removal will not be tolerated and
patrons who do not comply will be escorted
from the facility with no re-entry.

•

Cell phones should be turned
off and stowed.

•

Note that recording or taking
photos in the theater is strictly
prohibited; however, photos
may be taken in the lobby.

•

Know your needs – To best serve the needs of you
and your students, please indicate if you have
individuals who require special services or seating
needs upon making your reservation.

•

It’s a long way down – please
do not drop items off balconies.

•

Please see our complete list of policies at
foxcitiespac.com

•

Questions about your show reservation? Contact
our education sales team at (920) 730-3726 or
educationsales@foxcitiespac.com.

Be prepared to arrive early – You should
plan on arriving to the Center 30 minutes
before the show. Allow for travel time,
parking and trips to the restroom.
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About the Company

Founded by Taiwanese producer BaoBao Chen and
Australian music producer and filmmaker Tim Cole in
2015, the two have been recording and filming with
over a hundred musicians in nature across island
nations of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. The
outcomes include an award-winning album, a feature
film, outreach programs and a live concert that has
toured around the world cross four continents
reaching over 170,000 live audiences since the world
premiere at SXSW 2018.

Wisconsin Academic Standards
To assist you in your planning, the Wisconsin Academic Standards that
are most likely to connect with this performance are listed below.
ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY AND SUSTAINABILITY
• ELS.EX3: Students assess how diversity influences health and resilience of natural
and cultural systems.

MUSIC
• MP 3: RESPOND – Students will critically interpret intent and meaning in order to
evaluate artistic work.
• MG 4: CONNECT – Students will relate prior knowledge and personal experience with
music to cultural and historical context.

SCIENCE
• SCI.LS2: Students use science and engineering practices, crosscutting concepts, and
an understanding of interactions, energy, and dynamics within ecosystems to make
sense of phenomena and solve problems.
SOCIAL STUDIES
• SS.Geog3: Wisconsin students will examine the impacts of global interconnections
and relationships.
• SS.Geog4: Wisconsin students will evaluate the relationship between identity and
place.
• SS.Geog5: Wisconsin students will evaluate the relationship between humans and the
environment.
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Producer’s
Statement
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Culture is the framework through which we understand our relationships to our social and physical
environments. It is our shared patterns of behavior, interactions, and beliefs. Culture is fluid yet built up
over the generations. Whether we are aware of it or not, it becomes the core of our guiding personal
narratives.
But our culture is failing us.
The symptoms are evident. We are confronted by daily news of massive forest fires, rising sea levels,
widespread coral bleaching, tiny plastics suffocating our mighty oceans, the continuous loss of species,
and extreme weather events exceeding all records. Our planet’s natural environment, the global
ecosystem in which we live and depend on our very survival, is collapsing around us. The evidence is
tangible, lived and indisputable. Yet we still fail to respond with the resolve and urgency that nature and
our future generations demand. Our dominant global culture lacks both the perspective to even
recognize and the resources to respond to the grave existential threat our world faces. Otherwise, we
wouldn’t be re-reading the same news day after day.
Many are overcome by a feeling of helplessness with our inability to react.
From decades of working on cross-cultural arts projects, we have been inspired by the concept of ‘songs’
as vessels for storing and transferring cultural knowledge across generations. To Indigenous arts of the
Oceania region, in particular the Indigenous peoples of Australia, songs mean survival in some of the
world’s most challenging environments. For over 40,000 years, songs have defined title and ownership
over nations’ borders. Songs have prescribed the food to eat. Songs have illustrated how to maintain the
land and structure the society. Songs have unlocked the navigation of vast deserts. These songs were,
and in some Aboriginal nations, are still sung in particular sequence. They go by many Indigenous
names. But in English, they have been called ‘songlines’.
The songkeepers – the Indigenous custodians of traditional knowledge – with their cultural perspectives
forged in partnership with nature, have, in effect, sustained communities within fragile environments of
limited resources over countless generations. Like science, the systems of traditional knowledge are
cultivated through repetition, observation, and experimentation. Their goal: resilience, solving the realworld problems faced by their communities.
Since 2015, the goal of Small Island Big Song has been to create a contemporary songline. Working
together with musicians who identify as First Nation custodians, this Oceanic Songline seeks to unite
Indigenous voices and traditional knowledge, to connect the international community to the soul of a
distant region too often seen through stereotype and cliché, and to just perhaps reveal some timely
wisdom for a small island we call Earth.

In our 2021-22 Season, Small Island Big Song will produce a series of performances and discussions that
explore and amplify the point where Indigenous and Western Culture meet with respect to the climate
crisis. At this intersection of cultures and generations, our respected elders – the knowledge keepers –
from the academic, scientific, and Indigenous traditional communities will convene with the songkeepers
of Oceania, opening a portal into an Indigenous perspective on our most threatening environmental
issues in union with the weight of science.
By way of confronting today’s greatest environmental challenges with a united perspective, we search for
new cultural ‘guideposts’, psychological security, and effective methods of action. Let us focus our gaze
on the one thing that is real in our world of digital distractions – nature.
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Sauljaljui 戴曉君 - Paiwan of Taiwan
Lead singer & musician - lead vocal, nose flute, jaw harp, moon lute, guitar

In 2009 a typhoon devastated Sauljaljui’s village and community, her response was to write
“Lament of Colored Cloth” a song which enabled the village to unite their tragedy and
recover, winning a prestigious songwriters award in Taiwan. Two albums and countless
international concerts later, Sauljaljui is just as dedicated to her Paiwan community,
directing a yearly cultural festival, being the first female leader in her community youth
group, and contributing to the community's cultural canon. Recently with her elders, she
created a Paiwan warriors song, now regularly performed, the first time a woman has taken
this role.

Emlyn - Mauritius
Lead singer & musician - lead vocal, dancer, ravann, triangle, kayamb, maravann, guitar

Featured on CNN, songwriter, musician and dancer, Emlyn is leading a wave of performers
across the Indian Ocean proudly reclaiming their unique rhythms and cultural mix. Written
with a reactive pen and sung in Creole, her songs rebelliously express her concerns for her
island’s environment. A cause she has taken up as co-founder of ‘Enn Losean Vivab’ (one
livable ocean), a Mauritius based organization educating school students about plastic
pollution. Emlyn brings the infectious grooves of Sega with its soul from the African slave
trade to the stage played on the Ravann, Triangle and Kayamb.
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Continued…
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Putad - Amis of Taiwan
Lead singer & musician - lead vocal, bass, jaw harp

Powerful, entrancing, unapologetic all words used to describe Putad’s engaging stage
presence. In the proud spirit of her Indigenous Amis heritage Putad unites ancient vocal
traditions with raw energy of grunge, rock and punk as her and her brother Wusang’s band
Outlet Drift express. Their bold, uplifting and uncompromising shows place their Amis heritage
on center stage at 100db & 100mph as they confront prejudices taking the audience on an
unforgettable sonic ride.

Selina Leem - Marshall Islands & US
Spoken Word

Selina is among the global faces of climate change, representing her country in the film
Before the Flood produced by Leonardo DiCaprio and as the youngest speaker at the COP21
for Paris Agreement, making a passionate plea to global leaders for stronger action on
climate change. Selina can push her audience into a place of understanding and care for
her homeland, whilst making them look into the future and see the repercussions of current
global actions.
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Sammy - Madagascar
Musician - valiha, kabosy, jejy, flutes, marovany, guitar

Sammy has led an extraordinary life as a Madagascan musician, at a time when most
picked up guitars over the traditional Valiha, Sammy followed his passion for Madagascar’s
musical heritage, by mastering and learning how to make most of Madagascar’s
instruments. His efforts coming to the notice of the UK’s world music scene as his group
‘Tarika Sammy’, gained international recognition, becoming a regular on major festival
stages and being acknowledged as one of the world’s best 10 bands, by TIME Magazine.

Kokol - Mauritius
Musician - Ravann, djembe, guitar

A master of Mauritius’ Creole musical heritage, Kokol is spearheading a musical movement
uniting the cultural intersections of the Caribbean and Indian Oceans, through creating a
unique and uplifting fusion of Sega and Reggae. Two styles of music identifying with
marginalized islander communities sharing a slave ancestry.
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Richard Mogu - Papua New Guinea
Musician: mambu, bass, guitar, log drums, kundu drum, garamut drum, percussions

From Amazon Bay on the south coast, Mogu has been a feature musician in PNG for many
years as a solo artist and session musician. Excelling in both traditional and contemporary
style. Whilst bass is his feature instrument, he is also adept at mambu (bamboo flutes),
garamut drumming, guitars and percussion. He was taught by legendary Sanguma founder
Tony Subam.

Kan - Mauritius
Musician – Ravanne, djembe, guitar

Kan is a multi-disciplinary artist from Mauritius. After being at the forefront of the local
electronic music scene, he went on the quest of discovering music instruments from
various cultures as looking for a meaning to his art. With increasing deterioration of the
environment came the urge to act. In 2017, he co-founded ‘Enn Losean Vivab’ (one
liveable ocean) with Emlyn. His works started to catch worldwide interest as he was
invited to deliver a TEDx talk and was interviewed by CNN. His series of ‘Trash to music’
tutorial videos have taught how to craft music instruments from garbage, such as
drums using tin-cans and plastic bottles. Art carried his messages on environmental &
social issues.
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Lesson One
OBJECTIVE:
Spread awareness around your school of a global
environmental issue that your peers should be
aware of through the creation of flyers or posters.

MATERIALS:
•
•
•

Colored paper
Artistic supplies
Computer programs

WARM UP:
Ask your students what is one thing they are aware
that is negatively impacting or happening to the
environment on a global scale.

ACTIVITY:
•

•
•
•

Have students discuss different global
environmental issues that they have heard of or
may have a passion for.
Either in groups, or individually, have students
look up something they can do to positively
affect the environment.
Create a slogan or picture promoting the problem
facing the environment or a solution their peers
could participate in.
Print out copies of these slogans or images and
put them around school.

CLOSING DISCUSSION:

About the Show
Framed in a theatrical narrative amongst
panoramic visuals of the artist’s
homelands, the audience experiences a
musical journey across the breadth and into
the soul of island nations of Pacific and
Indian Ocean, meeting an ancient seafaring
ancestry and confronting the impacts of
climate crisis head on.
Moving beyond the concert experience,
Small Island Big Song offers a variety of
opportunities for students and audiences to
investigate the environmental, political,
social and cultural contexts on our ocean’s
islands.

What are small changes everyone can make to their
day to positively affect the environment?

Did you know?
Wayfinders began exploring the ocean east of their homeland of New Guinea by 1500 B.C. Through
the creation of the double-canoe, the Polynesian people were able to not only transport their own
people, but all their supplies as well. These double canoes were connected by lashed crossbeams,
which added to their stability. They were able to create a central platform that then acted as livable
areas for the people and their livestock.
Source: https://www.pbs.org/wayfinders/polynesian2.html
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EDUCATOR
OBJECTIVE:
Create a brochure introducing classmates to the heritage and culture of the island nations in the
Pacific and Indian Oceans.

MATERIALS:
•

Computer

WARM UP:
Ask your students if they know what their heritage is, or where their ancestors came from. Share
any facts or stories that they know of their culture or ancestors. If a student is unfamiliar with their
heritage, have them think of traditions their family participates in, or what they value.

ACTIVITY:
•

•
•

After discussing students’ knowledge of their own heritage, explain that the artists in Small
Island Big Song come from island nations in the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Their project is to
create a brochure describing the culture of an island nation that will be represented at the show.
Those nations include:
• Madagascar
• Aotearoa (New Zealand)
• Taiwan
• Mauritius
• Marshall Islands
• Papua New Guinea
• Tahiti
• Rapa Nui (Easter Island)
Have them look up different cultural elements like music/instruments, food, traditional dress in
their research and include those in their brochures.
Print out copies of brochures and have the students share them with each other.

CLOSING DISCUSSION:
Have classmates share something interesting they learned about one of the island nations. Culture
and heritage is something that is valued by the performers of this production, what is something the
students value? Are there any traditions their family does, or something from their culture that their
families try to continue to practice?
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What’s
Next?
Don’t let this experience end with the drop of the
curtain. Keep the conversation going with your students
and reflect on the performance that you just attended.
Here are a few questions to get the conversation
started!
• What did you learn about the environment or geography from this performance?
• What was your favorite part of the performance?

• Which moment do you remember most from the performance? What was
happening?
• Were there any new types of music or instruments you heard that you really
enjoyed?
• Describe the music you heard. How did the music add to the mood or help tell the
story?
• If you were going to tell a friend about the performance, how would you describe it
in one sentence?
• What surprised you about the performance? On the following page write or draw
about something that delighted you or made you curious.
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What was a light bulb moment that your students had?
What was something new they learned? Was it anyone’s
first time to the Center? We would love for you to share!
After your class attends the show we would appreciate photos, letters, posters, cards, etc.—
be creative! This is to help us share what your students are learning with our partners.

The Center’s education programs are not possible without the support of our Annual Partners
and grant funders. They enjoy learning about the schools and students that participate in the
education programs so we would appreciate your help in telling the story.
Items may be sent via email to sstelzl@foxcitiespac.com or mailed/dropped off at:
Fox Cities Performing Arts Center
Attn: Sammi Stelzl
400 W. College Ave., Appleton, WI 54911
Please note items will not be returned and will be shared with our partners and/or displayed
at the Center.

Thank you for your help in sharing the great work you are doing
in the classroom with our partners!
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BOOKS:
• “The Wayfinders: Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in the Modern World” by
Wade Davis
• “Pacific Worlds: A History of Seas, People and Cultures” by Matt K.
Matsuda
• “How to Save the Whole Stinkin’ Planet: A Garbological Adventure” by Lee
Constable
• “Plastic: Past, Present and Future” by Eun Ju Kim
• “Hoot” by Carl Hiaasen
MUSIC VIDEOS:
• Pinagsanga – Small Island Big Song ft. Putad:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GAvAFC3NpE
• TA’U TAMA – Small Island Big Song ft. Vaiteani & Luc:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWg1ryOK2eg
WEBSITES:
• Small Island Big Song’s Website: https://www.smallislandbigsong.com/
• Sounding the Pacific: Musical Instruments of Oceania:
https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2009/sounding-thepacific/photo-gallery
• All Around This World: Oceania and the Pacific Islands – Instruments:
https://www.allaroundthisworld.com/learn/oceania-and-the-pacificislands/oceania-and-the-pacific-islands-instruments/#.Yecp1_7MKUk
• Digital Resources Library: https://www.kennedycenter.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/
This study guide was created for you by the programming team as a part of The Boldt Company Beyond the Stage
education program. To download copies of this study guide or to find additional resources for this performance or
view past study guides please visit: www.foxcitiespac.com and click on the education tab.

Fox Cities Performing Arts Center • Programming Team
400 W. College Avenue • Appleton, WI 54911
educationsales@foxcitiespac.com • (920) 730-3726
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