KENNEDY CENTER THEATER FOR YOUNG AUDIENCES ON TOUR PRESENTS

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! (The Musical!)
March 17 & 18, 2022 – 9:30 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.

Bringing the Arts to You
From in-person offerings to virtual experiences,
our Amcor Education Series for the 2021-22
Season is all about flexibility and working into
your schedules.
Thank you for allowing us to partner with you to
provide students with exciting educational
opportunities!
For questions contact the education sales
department at (920) 730-3726 or
educationsales@foxcitiespac.com.
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Thank you to our series partners for
making this performance possible!

Community Partners

A note from our Series Title Partner – Amcor
"The music, the voices and the dramatic action of the performances presented through the
Amcor Education Series, all help to animate the lessons our K-12 students are taught every
day in the classroom. Amcor supports the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center's Education
Series because live performance expands our understanding of textbook learning and helps
us imagine the world beyond the written page. We believe every child should have the
opportunity to experience the wonder of history, adventure, human drama and other
cultures, coming to life right before them on stage. The Education Series performances
spark a child's imagination and ignite the desire to know more."
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Welcome to
the Fox Cities
Performing
Arts Center!
When entering the Fox Cities Performing
Arts Center, remember to show respect for
others and your environment so everyone
can fully enjoy and participate in the
experience.
•

•

During the performance, the performers
can see and hear you, so give them your
full attention. Unlike a video, we can not
rewind and replay a scene if we miss it.

•

Applause is the best way to express
how much you enjoyed the
performance!

•

Important things to remember:
• Student backpacks, gum, drinks
and food are not allowed in the
theater.

Security – The Center has created a touchless
experience with the Evolv Express Security System.
Upon entry, all bags entering the building are subject
to search and prohibited items will not be allowed.
Teachers and chaperones are discouraged from
bringing bags, however, necessary backpacks or
bags may be searched and tagged before being
allowed in the theater.
We ask that students leave their backpacks at school
for Amcor Education Series performances, however if
students do bring them, they are subject to search
and will need to be checked at the registration table
in the lobby upon entry.

•

Masking Policy – All staff and patrons ages
2 and older are required to wear masks while
inside of the venue. Masks must fully cover
the nose, mouth and chin. Prolonged periods
of mask removal will not be tolerated and
patrons who do not comply will be escorted
from the facility with no re-entry.

•

Cell phones should be turned
off and stowed.

•

Note that recording or taking
photos in the theater is strictly
prohibited; however, photos
may be taken in the lobby.

•

Know your needs – To best serve the needs of you
and your students, please indicate if you have
individuals who require special services or seating
needs upon making your reservation.

•

It’s a long way down – please
do not drop items off balconies.

•

Please see our complete list of policies at
foxcitiespac.com.

•

Questions about your show reservation? Contact
our education sales team at (920) 730-3726 or
educationsales@foxcitiespac.com.

Be prepared to arrive early – You should
plan on arriving to the Center 30 minutes
before the show. Allow for travel time,
parking and trips to the restroom.
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About the Show

Whatever you do, don’t let the Pigeon star in his own
musical production! It’s not easy being the Pigeon – you
never get to do ANYTHING! But when the Bus Driver has a
crisis that threatens to make her passengers (gasp!) late,
maybe that wily bird CAN do something. Starring an
innovative mix of actors, puppets, songs, and feathers,
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! (The Musical!) is sure to
get everyone’s wings flapping.
With a script written by Mo Willems, the creator of the #1
New York Times best-selling, Caldecott Honor awardwinning “Pigeon” picture books, along with longtime
collaborator Mr. Warburton, and featuring music by
Deborah Wicks La Puma, this comedic musical
production is even more fun than staying up late and
having a hot dog party!

Wisconsin Academic Standards

To assist you in your planning, the Wisconsin Academic Standards that are most likely
to connect with this performance are listed below.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
•
•
•

Anchor Standard R3: Analyze how and why individuals, events and ideas develop and interact
over the course of a text.
Anchor Standard SL2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and
formats, including visually, quantitatively and orally.
Anchor StandardSL3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning and use of evidence and
rhetoric.

MUSIC
•

MG 3: RESPOND – Students will critically interpret intent and meaning in order to evaluate
artistic work.

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
•

A.EL.2: Understands and responds to others’ emotions.

SOCIAL STUDIES
•

SS.BH1: Wisconsin students will examine individual cognition, perception behavior and identity
(Psychology).

THEATER
•

TP.R.1.e: Analysis: Respond to a theatrical work by sharing what is seen, heard, and/or felt.
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Lesson One

OBJECTIVE:

Have students objectively think about why they are
and are not allowed to do certain things, just like
Pigeon is not allowed to drive the bus; then celebrate
what they like and can responsibly do.

MATERIALS:
•
•
•

“Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!” by Mo
Willems
White board
Attached worksheet

WARM UP:
•

Ask the students: Are there ever times when your
parents/guardians tell you that you cannot do
something? What are some examples? Write
them down on the board so everyone can see.
They will be referred to again later.

ACTIVITY:
•
•

•
•

Read aloud Mo Willem’s “Don’t Let the Pigeon
Drive the Bus!”
Ask your students why they think the Pigeon
wants to drive the bus so badly. Then ask them if
it would be smart to let the Pigeon drive the bus.
What could happen if a pigeon tried to drive a
bus?
Follow up this discussion by asking your students
what are some things pigeons are good at (i.e.
flying, eating seeds, etc.)?
Hand out the attached worksheet to your
students.
• Ask them first to draw or write something
they would like to do in the future that
they know they cannot do now.
• On the other side, have them draw a
picture or write something that they are
good at doing.

CLOSING DISCUSSION:

Sometimes adults tell us that we are not allowed to
do certain things, but most of the time it’s for our
own safety. Have students share with a partner or
the class what they wish they can someday do, and
which activities they are currently good at doing!

Did You Know?
The definition of a puppet is, “A figure –
human, animal, or abstract in form – that is
moved by human, and not mechanical aid.”
European written records have puppets
dating all the way back to the 5th century
BCE, but in other countries, such as China
and India, the ancient traditions of puppet
theater have no determined origin.
There are many different types of puppets
including hand or glove puppets, rod
puppets, and marionettes or string puppets.
Hand or glove puppets are described as
having, “A hollow cloth body that fits over the
manipulator’s hand; his fingers fit into the
head and the arms and give them motion.”
Rod puppets have a full-length body with a
rod running along the inside to provide
support and movement. Marionette or string
puppets are different, as they are controlled
from above, by strings attached to various
limbs.
Source: www.britannica.com/art/puppetry/Marionettes-orstring-puppets
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OBJECTIVE:

Lesson Two

Help students identify the various emotions Pigeon experiences when asking in various ways to
drive the bus.

MATERIALS:
•
•
•

“Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!” by Mo Willems
White board
Attached worksheet

WARM UP:

Ask your students: What are some examples of emotions?

ACTIVITY:
•

•

Pigeon experiences a lot of emotions throughout “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!” Let’s see if
we can tell how he’s feeling or acting by pictures before reading the book.
• Pass out the worksheet individually or do it together as a class. The four options are:
• Pigeon is really upset and angry!
• Pigeon is being nice.
• Pigeon is happy and excited!
• Pigeon is feeling sad.
• Match the pictures of Pigeon to how he is feeling or acting.
Read “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!”
• As you are reading pause at the spots from the worksheets. Why might Pigeon be
feeling those emotions at those times?

CLOSING DISCUSSION:

Even though Pigeon was not allowed to drive the bus, he still asked us many times. Were there any
times you wanted to say yes? How was he acting during those times?

In the Spotlight
Mo Willems is a famous American writer and illustrator
who has created over 50 children’s books. Before he
began writing his books, Willems wrote for the popular
television program Sesame Street. He spent nine years
writing for Sesame Street and won six Emmy Awards
during that time.
Some of his books include characters such as Pigeon,
Knuffle Bunny, Gerald the Elephant and Piggie the Pig.
His books have garnered many awards including the
Source:
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/MoWillems/627844

Caldecott Honors for two of his Knuffle Bunny books,
and Theodor Seuss Geisel awards for books in his
Elephant and Piggie series.
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What’s
Next?
Don’t let this experience end with the drop of the
curtain. Keep the conversation going with your students
and reflect on the performance that you just attended.
Here are a few questions to get the conversation
started!
• What did you learn about feelings, understanding and perspective from this
performance?
• What was your favorite part of the performance?
• Which moment do you remember most from the performance? What was
happening?
• There were many puppets in this production, how did they help tell the story?
• Describe the music you heard. How did the music add to the mood or help let you
know what was happening in the story?
• If you were going to tell a friend about the performance, how would you describe it
in one sentence?
• What surprised you about the performance? On the following page write or draw
about something that delighted you or made you curious.
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My Journal
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What was a light bulb moment that your students had?
What was something new they learned? Was it anyone’s
first time to the Center? We would love for you to share!
After your class attends the show we would appreciate photos, letters, posters, cards, etc.—
be creative! This is to help us share what your students are learning with our partners.
The Center’s education programs are not possible without the support of our Annual Partners
and grant funders. They enjoy learning about the schools and students that participate in the
education programs so we would appreciate your help in telling the story.
Items may be sent via email to sstelzl@foxcitiespac.com or mailed/dropped off at:
Fox Cities Performing Arts Center
Attn: Sammi Stelzl
400 W. College Ave., Appleton, WI 54911
Please note items will not be returned and will be shared with our partners and/or displayed
at the Center.

Thank you for your help in sharing the great work you are doing
in the classroom with our partners!
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BOOKS:
• “Time to Say ‘Please’!” by Mo Willems
• “The Pigeon Has Feelings, Too!” by Mo Willems
• “Knuffle Bunny” by Mo Willems
• “I Just Don’t Like the Sound of No!: My Story about Accepting ‘No’ for an
Answer and Disagreeing…the Right Way!” by Julia Cook
• “How to Accept No” by Michael Gordon
• “The Most Magnificent Thing” by Ashley Spires
• “Today I Feel Silly: And Other Moods that Make My Day” by Jamie Lee
Curtis
WEBSITES:
• Mo Willems’ Book Activities: https://pigeonpresents.com/get-busy/
• History of Puppetry: https://www.theaterseatstore.com/blog/history-ofpuppetry
• Lunch Doodles with Mo Willems:
https://www.kennedycenter.org/education/mo-willems/lunch-doodles/
• The Yo-Yo Mo Show: An Evening of Musical Doodling:
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/mo-willems/the-yo-yo-moshow/
• Read aloud of “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!”:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-dHeNfXtgc&t=213s
• About Rock Pigeons:
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Rock_Pigeon/overview#
This study guide was created for you by the programming team as a part of The Boldt Company Beyond the Stage
Education program. To download copies of this study guide or to find additional resources for this performance or
view past study guides please visit: www.foxcitiespac.com and click on the education tab.

Fox Cities Performing Arts Center • Programming Team
400 W. College Avenue • Appleton, WI 54911
education@foxcitiespac.com • (920) 730-3726
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